[image: image1.png]DEFINING THE PRESENT

OWNG/G,

SHAPING THE FUTURE




[image: image2.jpg]



International Women’s Day 2025

Statement Prepared by Soroptimist International and the 

Conference of Non-Governmental Organizations in Consultative Relationship 

with the United Nations (CoNGO)

This year, we celebrate the 30th anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, the widely recognized ‘blueprint’ for the rights of all women and girls. 


While some improvements have been made three decades later, the stark reality persists. Violence against women and girls remains a global emergency, with one in three women worldwide experiencing some form of physical, psychological, emotional, economic, or sexual violence in their lifetime. Tackling this epidemic requires confronting systemic violence and dismantling harmful, entrenched gender norms in both public and private life, online and offline.

In today’s digital age, the misuse of technology, including artificial intelligence (AI), exacerbates the dangers that all women and girls face daily. Whether AI affects their equal access to employment, credit, or other services, its increasing presence in educational settings and online platforms like social media presents serious risks. Furthermore, AI systems can reinforce harmful stereotypes and endanger user safety. 
AI is increasingly used to gaslight women and girls by amplifying harmful behaviours and subtly manipulating reality, instilling self-doubt within them. This form of psychological abuse is perpetrated through biased and often male-centred algorithms that prioritize non-female perspectives on digital platforms, frequently dismissing women’s lived experiences. Gaslighting can lead to victim-blaming and, in extreme cases, suicide.

The future of information and communication technology (ICT), including digital and AI systems, must prioritize inclusivity, ethical considerations, and the diverse needs of all women, girls, and marginalized groups. Designing and implementing these systems to ensure equal representation of women and girls in technological development will lead to ICT and AI systems that more justly and equitably reflect our global society and encompass a wide range of cultures, experiences, and values. It is also essential to educate all users of online platforms about emerging forms of online and offline violence to help prevent harm and protect themselves from becoming victims. This focus is particularly vital for all marginalized groups who are the most vulnerable to online abuse, including women and girls, youth, and indigenous peoples.
We welcome the recent adoption of the United Nations Convention on Cybercrime (https://bit.ly/3CQ7S3E) and urge Member States to ratify it without delay. Swift implementation of this new Convention into national legislation is crucial for “strengthening international cooperation for combating certain crimes committed by means of information and communications technology systems and for the sharing of evidence in electronic form of serious crimes.” During the ratification process, and as “each State Party…adopt(s)  such legislative and other measures as may be necessary to establish as criminal offences under its domestic law”, we hope that Article 14 of the Convention includes protections for all women and girls.
On this International Women’s Day, we call upon all governments to:

• Ensure immediate legal action to protect all women and girls from the risks

presented by AI and all other forms of technology-facilitated gender-based violence (TFGBV);

• Raise awareness, including through public education, about the prevalence of gaslighting against all women and girls to encourage preventive and mitigating actions instead of reactive responses to online violence;
• Implement strong safeguarding protections on all online platforms.
• Establish robust accountability measures to ensure that all technology and social media giants, including both private and public platforms, are held accountable and responsible for incidents of violence, harassment, and discrimination occurring on their sites; 
• Ensure that all survivors of online violence receive adequate psychological support services and uphold their right to the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health services for all women and girls throughout their lifespan, without discrimination of any kind (Para 11(i)). Additionally, ensure access to justice and the provision of support services, including legal, health, and social resources, to all women who are victims of violence (Para 11(g)), as outlined in the CSW 64 Political Declaration on the Occasion of the 25th Anniversary of the Fourth World Conference on Women, March 9-20, 2020. (https://bit.ly/4jWOmTJ)
• Respect the rights of survivors of online violence to access appropriate legal support and adequate compensation. States must hold perpetrators responsible and accountable for their actions. This plays a crucial role in rehabilitating the victims and conveys a strong message to society that any act of technology-facilitated violence against women (TFVAW) will be punished.
These actions ensure that all women and girls can thrive in an increasingly technological and digitized world where artificial intelligence is becoming more dominant and a catalyst for lasting change.
Proponents:

1. Soroptimist International

2. Conference of Non-Governmental Organizations in Consultative Relationship with the United Nations (CoNGO)
Endorsers:

__________________
For enquiries about this statement, email the CoNGO president, Liberato Bautista, at president@ngocongo.org, or the Soroptimist International Director of Advocacy, Leigh Ellwood-Brown, at leigh.ellwoodbrown@soroptimistinternational.org.
