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Soroptimist Programme Action News

Welcome to the November 2022 edition of the Programme Action News

To translate this Bulletin into Chinese, Khmer, Thai, Indonesian, or Malay, please use the ‘View this email in your browser’
link above, and click the translate button.

To access all links and stories, please log in to the website with your member details.

FROM OUR PROGRAMME CONVENOR

Thank you to members who get involved with broader policy impacts and who
contribute directly to our report database, which we rely upon to give grassroots
credibility to our voice. The theme this month is Femicide — when women and girls die.
This year, the 16 days of action to eliminate violence against women continues from
251" November (UN day for EVAW) to 10 December (UN Human Rights Day).

Please wear orange to gently recognise those women who are impacted in any way,
from covert control to femicide. Women die in many ways, like intense violence by an
intimate partner, or in slow ways like through neglect, hunger, and danger from someone else who has control over
basic human rights. Please see the Trello board Toolkit for 16 days of Activism, Orange the World HERE.

Please wear orange to show you care — scarf, earrings, dress, suit, jumper, flowers in your hair, foils in your hair,
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whatever. One Club is painting shoes for every local death this year — Townsville Breakwater. Others in Western
Australia are placing orange signs with just a number in shop windows, so people will ask why — because the
numbers are too big for discounts. They are the numbers of females in their local community who have died this
year. All of these things educate us while encouraging us to change laws, prevention systems, crisis care and
attitudes towards better ways to have relationships. In many cases young people — boys and girls need to have the
skills and confidence to speak up, negotiate, and communicate their way through perceived problems and anger.

Please see one national plan to eliminate violence against women and children HERE.

In the global sphere, women die in other ways. Yesterday COP27 on Climate began in Egypt and it recognises that
disproportionate numbers of girls and women are killed from neglect with poor warning systems, evacuation plans,
and disaster risk reduction. The first to die are the disabled, elderly, children, and women as their carers. In 2018,
within 2 hours during a typhoon 72% of those who died were female. This might be conservative. As a result of
the APMCDRR session in September/October, women'’s voices now lead the Sendai Review for disasters. Our
SISEAP region is vulnerable in 4 of the 4 measures globally (hazard exposure, risk of great harm, coping capacity,
and adaptive resilience). On 14 November the COP27 theme is gender and climate. Hotlinks for COP27 events
online mean you can listen but not speak: HERE

As carers, women take 97% of the workload in most of our societies. Please see the Asia Pacific Care Economy
reports and the World Economic Forum strategic analysis diagrams. Soroptimist International South East Asia
Pacific was invited to give evidence in an Australian Senate Select Committee of Inquiry on Work and Care, with
benchmarking including our region and OECD. Responses to the 8 recommendations and Hansard are found
HERE. We rely on Soroptimist International Position statements on Economic Empowerment HERE and Covid

Gender Inequality HERE.

Grant funding is available. Call for Small Grants for Intersectional Feminist Advocacy to End Gender-Based
Violence. Eligible Countries: Cook Islands, Republic of the Marshall Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji,
Kiribati, Nauru, Niue, Palau, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tokelau, Tonga and Tuvalu, Vanuatu. Small Grant
Proposals due 30 November 2022. Contact UN Women for detailed information. Download the proposal form HERE

In the coming months we are preparing for 6 to 17 March 2023, the CSW67 Commission for the Status of Women
in New York (but many events will be held online). The theme is generally Digital Democracy. HERE. If you wish to
fund yourself to attend as a Soroptimist please apply HERE. Accommodation and flights are expensive but those
who attended in the past have valued their experiences, connections and advocacy as a good investment. We in
SISEAP plan to conduct a parallel event (on women, technology and climate) because it sharpens the scope to our
resilience capacity and strengthens our progress towards digital systems. This focuses on our women’s needs in

extreme events and the slow burn of climate change. Other nations are interested too.

In other news, during the month, we held a webinar on International Day of the Girl Child with a focus on Girls not
Brides in Indonesia, Malaysia, Fiji and other options for girls in Myanmar, and New Zealand. See the recording
HERE.

Recently, the Soul Sisters webinar provided an opportunity for learning about local food with its cultural history, as
well as practical projects in the location hosting the cooking show. Brisbane Club which was established in 1949,
made lamingtons (sponge fingers dipped in chocolate and rolled in coconut) and spoke about their projects and how

to conduct advocacy. The recording is HERE.

In conclusion, our Clubs are doing meaningful work for the benefit of all of society, while representing the value of
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women. Please don't be overwhelmed, just investigate your passionate topics first. Please enjoy our Club stories
below and keep sharing your reports on the database, so we all can appreciate each other.

Dr Donnell Davis,
Programme Convenor 2022-2024

swpprogramme2020@siswp.org

FROM SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL

Soroptimist International Statement: The Rights of Women and Girls

As the protests across Iran continue in response to the death of the young woman, Mahsa Amini, Soroptimist
International is deeply concerned that this is just one example of the human rights of women and girls being
suppressed in many countries across the globe. Soroptimist International rigorously opposes such

violations Read the full statement via the link HERE.

End Femicide NOW!

25 November to 10 December are the 16
days for activism, respect and advocating for
elimination of violence against women. This

year Femicide is the theme.

Soroptimists can support women and girl
survivors of violence to stay safe and free of
violence. Your advocacy work will raise
awareness to bring about change. To assist
you in this work, please visit the 16 Days of

Activism toolkit prepared by the Programme

SISWP.ORG

and Communications team,

You can view the Toolkit HERE.
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Join NZ Soroptimists Online for the final webinar in this series on "16 Days of Activism".
Tuesday 15 November at 5.30 pm (AEDT - Sydney Time) or 7.30 pm (NZ Time).
Registration link click here.

The recording will be available if you can't make it to the webinar.

»

Sl and The UN Webinar
SI AND THE UN

VSleou[h Australia invites all members to Pat Black iS a |Ong tlme aCtiViSt fOI’ gender equality, bOth in the UK and

Jjoin them for their final training for 2022
THURSDAY 17TH HOVEMBER

internationally. She is a strong advocate for women’s human rights have
7PM ADELRIDE DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

7:30 PM SYDNEY TIME AEDT

REGISTER NOW >

(54 SIADELAIDE@SISWP.ORG

worked for Soroptimist International for many years. Read More

Please register siadelaide@siswp.org

Join Zoom Meeting:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89256087912?pwd=bm1NUEgzajhsZzd5aUl5L3k2S5CtjZz09

Meeting ID: 892 5608 7912 Passcode: 936150
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FEDERATION PROJECT

Round 3 Nominations are now
Brilliant

O closed. Watch this space for the
winner!
oﬁi == =

|

Read more about previous Brilliant Futures Fund

Project grant winners HERE.

i '[%W[Aé“'(" @L& .é‘a/?@/g«;z sscbililies Nominations for round 3 have now closed, and

now the judging panel will review the

applications. Watch this space for the

announcement. You can view the guidelines and

application form HERE.

SISEAP DISASTER APPEAL

SISEAP Disaster Appeal

Thank you to everyone who has donated energy, expertise and money to support others. Danger, disease and
disaster are the definitions of Harm. SIE statement We stand up for women in war zones can be found HERE.
Our Soroptimist Pledge includes our commitment to helping others. Projects to help women in disasters include

our own climate refugees, Pakistan, Myanmar, Israel, and Ukraine are SDG 16.3

SISEAP Special Appeal - Ukraine Humanitarian Crisis, to support European Soroptimists in their humanitarian

response to aide women and girls impacted by the ongoing Ukraine crisis.

Soroptimists from SISEAP have contributed generously to this special appeal.
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S| PRESIDENT APPEAL

OPENING DOORS
10 A BRIGHT FUTURE

December 10th President's Appeal
This December 10th the International President would like, once

again, to harness the collective power and generosity of all five
Federations of Soroptimist International, in support Educate to a

Bright Future.

Your small change can make a HUGE change to the lives of women and girls when you donate the price of a

cup of coffee this December 10th.

Read the latest story from SISEAP Sl President's appeal coordinator Linna Khorn and then donate to this life

changing appeal.

DOMNATE NOW

Linna Khorn, SISEAP Opening Doors to a Bright Future representative shares with us
this story of Chay Satan:

Chay Satan is single mother and she raises an 11 years old daughter alone. She lives in Doun Ov
Village. Being a single mom raising a daughter alone is not easy, but she never gives up on herself and her

daughters education because she wants her daughter to have a better future.

Saton is interested in women empowerment program and she joined during the second round recruitment.
She said that she was valued here in the program and she can express and share what she had been through
as a single mom to other women because she always thinks that she was left behind in the community cause

of her past.

“I was trained in different topic but | start believed and have confident in myself when | got trained on self-
management, self-esteem and confidence. The lesson is not only guiding me who | am now but also lead me

to who | want to be in the future. I learned to accept what | have and set goal for who | wanted to be in the
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future for my daughter”

Read the full story HERE to understand how your DONATION changed Chay's life.

ADVOCACY WORK

CSW 67 - Self Funded Nominations are Open
Do you want to be part of the SISEAP and Soroptimist International team? The active participation of NGO's

is a critical element in the work of the Commission on the Status of Women.

Attending the CSW is a unique and exciting opportunity, open to all Soroptimists, to network, learn about the
critical issues affecting women today and gain insight into the work of SISEAP and the United Nations.

Join President Christine Johnstone and Programme Convenor Dr Donnell Davis. The sixty-seventh session

of the Commission on the Status of Women will take place from 6 to 17 March 2023. Applicants can go for any

period of the 2 weeks.

NOMINATE NOW

Themes

e Priority theme: Innovation and technological change, and education in the digital age for achieving
gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls
e Review theme: Challenges and opportunities in achieving gender equality and the empowerment of

rural women and girls (agreed conclusions of the sixty-second session)

The active participation of non-governmental organizations (NGOS) is a critical element in the work of the
Commission on the Status of Women (CSW). We NGOs are influential in shaping the current global policy

framework on women’s empowerment and gender equality founded by the Beijing Declaration and Platform for

Action. We continue to play an important role in holding international and national leaders accountable for the
commitments they made in the Platform for Action. Read the requirements and complete the application form
HERE
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MARKET RANKING These all score above the Asia-Pacilic overage
of 33% ond the global cverage of 37%. Hong

The highest scoring markets in Asia-Pacific for Kong (30%) ond Japan (28%) are the lowest

gender equality are Australia (46%), followed scoring markets in the region

by Singapore (40%) ond New Zealand (40%).
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Women's Work and the Economy
During October- early November, there has been a flurry of potential changes across South East Asia

including:

e Women's work, view HERE
e Care economy, modern slavery, view HERE
e Trade relationships, education programs, infrastructure investment view HERE

e Asia Pacific Gender Equality work snapshot 2022 HERE

As seen in NGO reports for Asia Pacific. Furthermore some countries signed agreements for better action,
technology and funding for systems to support vulnerable people. These things only happen when the
vulnerable people get a voice to their community leaders, faith based leaders, provincial and national
governments guided by international agreements. That is essentially the role of NGOs to guide better futures.
Our Clubs are doing good things at many levels, from writing letters, running webinars and events, giving

evidence to Parliamentary Inquiries, to helping shape laws and policies in their communities.
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Figure 7. Value of unpaid work (% of GDP, latest year)
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Source: ILO, “Care Work and Care Jobs for the Future of Decent Work™ (Geneva: ILO, 2018).

The Australian Senate Select Committee invited Soroptimist to give further evidence to strengthen the
interim report on Work and Care. See statement HERE. Of the 8 recommendations proposed, we are shaping a

new one on migrant workers as well as addressing 4 we were concerned about;

e More recognition of unpaid and low-paid workers caring for ageing and people with disability and
dementia (Childcare was well argued already and new budget was assigned for 26 week paid parental
leave under the new Australian Wellbeing Budget)

e Benchmarking across the APEC countries and OECD, where we can learn lessons

¢ Right to disconnect (many workers in casual roles are torn between shifts, and never get enough
sleep so their own mental and physical health)

e Flexibility, definitions in the Fair Work Act, because the onus is always on the worker to be strong
enough to speak up

e Duty of care by the employer

e Migrant workers undertake less-skilled labour (even though they might be qualified abroad) so we
need to ensure they are strong enough to negotiate fair treatment and pay

e strengthen systems to support indigenous peoples need and carers for vulnerable people like the
ageing and people with disability and dementia. The concept of everybody in the family and
community takes responsibility for caring for children, including the value of elders as cultural

educators with the sense of belonging in the communities, no matter what family structure exists.
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FROM OUR NATIONAL PRESIDENTS

S| Jakarta Project

Note from National President Tjandra Kerton: "SI Jakarta’s
Isla Winarto, Project Director of the Lombok, Indonesia:
Earthquake Recovery through Water, Shelter and Capacity
Building Project, provides a summary of and an update on

this project that has been ongoing since 2019."

Sl Jakarta’s project in Lombok, Indonesia originally
provided a poor village of 124 inhabitants with water and

WASH facilities. Funding was from the then S| President’s
Appeal, and SISWP President’s Special Appeals. In Phase
2, S1J has provided ongoing capacity building and income
generating programs for the women, mainly in weaving
(using both natural and synthetic dyes) and sewing.
Community awareness programs have emphasised the
importance of health/sanitation; environmental

management; youth mentoring; and general education.

More focus is now also on basic entrepreneurship training for the women. This includes budgeting, marketing

on-line, quality control, and adapting to market demands. The items produced by the women are being sold
both domestically and overseas.

The impact of climate change is a regular discussion topic with the villagers. Through this, the villagers are
learning the importance of water conservation and protecting their environment.

Overall, the project is progressing very well, in terms of community-driven development and participation. It
has also promoted women as defenders of water, of disaster preparedness, and significantly contributed to

women’s empowerment and leadership.



Tjandra Kerton
SISEAP Indonesia National President

swpindonesia2020@siswp.org

What are priorities in your country?

What are Clubs doing in advocacy?

Advocating on behalf of women is a core Soroptimist
function. The new international statement on the rights of
women and girls is HERE.

The Programme team would be pleased to hear what your

Club is doing

BEST PRACTICE AWARDS

NOMINATE NOW !

2022 Programme Best Practice Awards

B

If you are unsure how to proceed with nominating your club project for this prestigious aeard, then watch the

trining video HERE , prepeared by the Programme Team.
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PROGRAMME REPORTING DATABASE

Having problems with the Programme Database?
If you have any issues logging in to the SISEAP Programme Database, please contact Dr Donnell Davis,

Programme Director swpprogramme2020@siswp.org.

Do you want to know why we report and the

importance of reprting to the database, then

watch the resource Webinar on Why and

How we report HERE

Following the Money - Make sure your funding efforts are recognised
Just a reminder that the Programme Reporting Database is based on what Clubs do in a Calendar year
(January 1st to December 31st). If your Project runs over this period, you should divide it into

Stage 1 and Stage 2 - to allow you to report what you have done for the year.

Remember when reporting a Project you will need to provide detailed information on:

1. What was the problem your project was addressing

2. What you did to address this problem. List the tasks undertaken and show how the Club members
involved in the planning and implementation of the project.

3. What you expected the outcome of your Project to be. How did you measure the success of it?

If your Project resulted in donations of money or goods, or the awarding of scholarships, you should also
submit a separate Donation Report or Scholarship Report. This will enable the Federation to optimise the use
of the database for future reporting and enable it run a Donation and or Scholarship summary direct from the

database.

Don’t forget to use the Zone Programme Coordinators as your first point of contact if you have any problems.

Zone 1 - Anne Allen swpprogrammezonel2020@siswp.org

Zone 2 - Nooraini Dato’ Mohd Yasin swpprogrammezone22020@siswp.org

Zone 3 - Pauline Glover swpprogrammezone32020@siswp.org

Zone 4 - Rhonda McCormack swpprogrammezone42020@siswp.org
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We have recently had a few technical issues and apologise for any frustration. Thank you to Clubs, for the
patience while we try and solve these problems. Please don’t hesitate to let the team know if you are having

problems, we do appreciate this and we work to address these as quickly as possible.

Anne Allen
Zone 1 Coordinator

swpprogrammezonel2020@siswp.orqg

UN SDG WORK

Educate, Em power, Evadle

SDG 5.2 (Eliminate violence against women and girls)
Lanterns and signs were made by Girl Guides, while children from the Youth Justice
Centre in Townsville painted a bike, to educate the community about 16 days of

Activism and eliminating violence against women and girls.
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UN DAYS

November
16 November - International Day for Tolerance (UNESCO 28 C/Resolution 5.61; A/RES/51/95)

17 November - World Philosophy Day (UNESCO 33 C/Resolution 37)
19 November - World Toilet Day (A/RES/67/291)
20 November - World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims (A/RES/60/5)

20 November - Africa Industrialization Day (A/RES/44/237)
20 November - World Children's Day (A/RES/836(IX))
21 November - World Television Day (A/RES/51/205)

25 November - International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women (A/RES/54/134)

29 November - International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People (A/RES/32/40B)

30 November - Day of Remembrance for all Victims of Chemical Warfare (OPCW C-20/DEC.10)

December

1 December - World AIDS Day
2 December - International Day for the Abolition of Slavery (A/RES/317(IV))

3 December - International Day of Persons with Disabilities (A/RES/47/3)
4 December International Day of Banks - (A/RES/74/245)

5 December - International Volunteer Day for Economic and Social Development (A/RES/40/212)

5 December - World Soil Day (A/RES/68/232)

7 December - International Civil Aviation Day (A/RES/51/33)

9 December - International Day of Commemoration and Dignity of the Victims of the Crime of Genocide and of the

Prevention of this Crime (A/RES/69/323)

9 December - International Anti-Corruption Day (A/RES/58/4)

10 December - Human Rights Day (A/RES/423 (V))

11 December - International Mountain Day (A/RES/57/245)

12 December - International Day of Neutrality (A/RES/71/275)

12 December - International Universal Health Coverage Day (A/RES/72/138)

18 December - International Migrants Day (A/RES/55/93)

18 December - Arabic Language Day (Arabic)

20 December - International Human Solidarity Day (A/RES/60/209)
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AROUND THE FEDERATION

S| Port Pirie

S| Port Pirie have been engaging with Girl
Guides for some years now as a way of
celebrating the Day of the Girl

Child. Making kites and flying them is great
fun! This was discovered by ten Crystal
Brook Girl Guides aged from 6 to 12, their
three leaders and four members of
Soroptimist International of Port Pirie as they
celebrated this special day at the Crystal
Brook Guide Hall in October.

Prior to the day, the guides decorated their blank kites with messages and pictures, advocating what girls
should be able to do. The messages showed deep thought about the topic as well as empathy with their less
fortunate peers throughout the world. For example: girls should be able to "speak up, be loved, read, go to
school, get a good education, decline forced marriage, have a flexible job, wear their choice of clothes,

play sport, go to friends’ houses to play”.

After constructing the kites from the kits with help from leaders and Soroptimists, the girls trooped out onto the
nearby oval and launched them successfully. Despite a very threatening sky earlier in the day, the sun and

breeze appeared just in time for the exercise.

Soroptimists Jenny Hughes, Heather Hunt and Bev Clarke and “Soroptimister” Rooka Ramsay enjoyed the
afternoon as much as the girl guides! Back in the hall they discussed how to display their kites to others in the
town, namely a display in a Crystal Brook shop window and at the local Primary School assembly. Group
Leader Lorraine Saunders commented that “the whole exercise was very worthwhile” and “it was a great
event’, sentiments shared by the Soroptimists, who hope to carry out other activities with the Girl Guides.

Both groups follow the UN 17 Global Goals for Sustainable Development.

SIROM - Malaysia Long Tanyit in Sarawak Flood Management Training

In 2018, SIROM launched a project to bring clean water to rural communities in Sarawak and Sabah. The
remote Penang village of Long Tanyit in Sarawak was selected for the pilot project as it had no access to
clean water or sanitation, electricity, or access to internet. Clinics were located 8 hours by 4 -wheel drive
vehicle from Bintulu. Logging and deforestation have polluted the river that runs beside the 3 longhouses that
the 300 villagers call home. With sponsorship from the Sl President’s Appeal (2017-2019) a Rainwater
Harvesting system and a small dam to provide a back-up gravity-fed source of clean were constructed. 6

+20 women were trained in organic farming methods.



In 2021 floods devastated the village, farmlands and their food economy. Women were trained in alternative
income ventures, and in climate resilience. On 12-13 October, 2022 SIROM with support from Heineken
Malaysia and Spark Foundation conducted a workshop for 15 women from Long Tanyit to educate them
on flood risks and mitigation. The Director of DID (Drainage and Irrigation) Department, Sarawak, Ir Ahmad

Denney bin Haji Ahmad Fauzi , was invited to provide the Keynote address while an Engineer from DID in KL

gave a talk on risks of flooding and how to take precautions before, during and after floods. Full story HERE
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S| Townsville Breakwater

Townsville Breakwater Soroptimists, North Queensland are determined to turn Townsville orange for the 16

days of activism and they have engaged a number of community and service groups to help them take on this
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task.

In one instance their callout for donations of unwanted shoes resulted in a variety of donated articles being left
at designated sites around the city. The intended outcome was that these would all be painted orange. With
the support of a local Bunnings hardware store, who provided the paint and space to undertake this activity, a

number of community members, staff and Soroptimists spent an enjoyable time undertaking the task.

On another occasion and to coincide with recent school holidays, members joined children at
the Townsville’s Youth Justice Centre to paint more shoes and an old bike to be part of the 16 days
exhibition. The young people collaborated on the project and heard from SITB members who spoke about the

campaign to stop violence against women.

Another event had members working with local Girl Guides who demonstrated their creative, thrifty and
environmental credentials, repurposing old corflute advertising signs, old milk bottles and fabric scraps into

wonderful bright orange signs, lanterns and bunting.

In the most recent activity members went along to a local bookshop to crochet and knit ready to yarn and
fabric bomb around Townsville. Members on each occasion make sure that the volunteers are aware of the
background of the 16 Days of Activism. With thousands of sexual assaults recorded every year in
Queensland, this project is helping to educate the next generation on how to respect women and prevent

future cycles of violence — all in a fun and hands on way.

The final outcome of all the orange preparation is that from the 25th November til the 10th of December all
the orange articles will be on display at numerous locations around the city. They are sure to stand out and

raise awareness on a very important issue. Follow the Club on Facebook HERE to see the outcome.

You can support women and girl survivors of violence to stay safe and free of violence. Take action during this
year’s 16 days of activism

S| Gold Coast

S| Gold Coast held an interesting Mad
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Hatter’s Friendship Night. The event was a
lunchtime tea party fully catered for by S
Gold Coast members. Bone china cups,
saucers and plates were hired, tables were
decorated, food was organised and games
were arranged. Guests were requested to
wear a "mad hat" and be prepared to join in
an afternoon of friendship and fun. As well
as Sl Gold Coast members and friends,

ladies from the CWA, Probus, the lonian

Club and SI Beenleigh attended. It is

important that we collaborate with our
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kindred organisations sometimes so our

impact is amplified.

Pacific Aid Mapping was launched 31 October 2022, HERE is the short 4 minute video showing all sorts of
funding and what effectiveness has been achieved. This helps us pinpoint where our work be most effective

in future. Furthermore, it identifies who we may wish to partner with to maximise benefits for local women.

Soroptimist Europe Report Femicide in these terms.
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DOWRY RELATED
KILLINGS

DEATH FROM
A POORLY CONDUCTED,
CLANDESTINE
ABORTION

DEATHS LINKED TO
HUMAN TRAFFICKING
DRUG DEALING, OR
ORGANIZED CRIME

HONOR
KILLING

TARGETING OF
WOMEN WORKERS

DEATHS FROM
HARMFUL PRACTICES

DELIBERATE ACTS
OR OMISSIONS
BY THE STATE

ACCUSATIONS
OF SORCERY OR
WITCHCRAFT

VIOLEMCE AND KILLING
DUE TO ETHNIC OF
INDIGENOQUS IDENTITY

VIOLEMCE AND KILLING
DUE TO GENDER
IDENTITY OR SEXUAL
ORIENTATION

DEATH OF WOMEN AND
GIRLS FROM SIMPLE
NEGLECT, STARVATION,
OR ILL TREATMENT

ARMED CONFLICT
RELATED KILLING

A reminder to send in your work as soon as you have completed it. The Programme team love

hearing and promoting Club's advocacy and project work. It also helps provide ideas to other Clubs

in the Federation.

Downloading and printing eSPAN

If you would like to download copies of eSPAN to print, go to the SISEAP website and log in using your member login.
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